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(motor) to the  crura cerebri and spinal  cord, and
from thence to special groups of muscles, thus caus-
ing specific movements,   Suppose now that the por-
tions of cerebral hemispheres connected with ideation
and volition   were thrown   out of gear, and  that a
similar sensory impression was made on the person;
again the path of nervous impulses would be to the
thalami   optici   (tactile)   or   corpora   quadrigemina
(visual), and from thence directly through corpora
striata (motor) to crura cerebri and spinal cord, then
passing out to muscles, and causing movements as
precise as those in the first instance, and apparently
of the same character.    The difference between the
two operations, however, would be this—in the first
there    would   be   movements   following   perception,
ideation and volition; in the second the same class
of movements   would be effected   by an   automatic
mechanism without any of the physical operations
above alluded   to.     This   theory has the  merit of
simplicity  and is in   accordance  with most  of the
facts.   The chief difficulty in the way of accepting it
is to understand why, if hypnotism be so induced, it
is   n9t induced much  oftener.   One  would  suppose
that, if gazing at a corn and  having a few  passes
made with the hand were sufficient to bring about
physiological changes of such importance, men would
be oftener hypnotised in daily life than they are. But
it is to be remembered that attention is seldom fixed
in one subject so long as in the experiment of produc-
ing hypnotism.   The first occasion the experiment is
made, even with so called susceptible persons, the
time occupied may be from 10 to 20 minutes, and
during that time the attention is on the strain, and
feelings of   fatigue are   excited in the way   above
described.   Again it is well-known that sudden and
strong sensory impression often paralyse voluntary
action for a time, even in ordinary life, and what is
called "presence of mind" really means the power of
self-control which prevents the bodily energies being
paralysed by strong sensory impressions.   A carriage
bearing down on a nervous lady in a crowded street

